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Plain-As-Day Scriptures Forbidding 
Lodge Membership for Christians 


Arranged by 
Evangelist John R. Rice 


Here are scriptures that cannot 
be misunderstood nor explained 
away. Will you be honest with 
God and His Word before you lay 
this paper down? Christians, are 
you willing to do what God com- 
mands about fellowship with unbe- 
lievers, about the secrecy. and the 
oaths of the lodges? If so, then 
read these scriptures and act! 

I. SCRIPTURES FORBIDDING 
CHRISTIANS TO YOKE UP 
WITH UNBELIEVERS IN 
LODGES OR HAVE FELLOW- 
SHIP AND BROTHERHOOD 
WITH UNCONVERTED MEN: 


1. Second Corinthians 6:14-18: 

“Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteous- 
ness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with 
darkness? 


"And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial, or what part 
hath he that believeth with an 
infidel? 

"And what agreement hath 
the temple of God with idols? 

- for ye are the temple-of the 
living God: as God hath said, | 


will dwell in them, and walk in 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


First Baptist Church, 
Princeton, Indiana, 


Gains Victory 

In the trial at Booneville, Indi- 
ana, the First Baptist Church, of 
which Rev. Ford Porter is pastor, 
recently sought an injunction: to 
prevent twenty-five people, dis- 
gruntied members, from claiming 
to be the First Baptist Church, 
electing so-called trustees and 
claiming the property. Aided pri- 
vately and publicly by Denomina- 
tional officials, this group out of 
450 members, tried to seize the 
building and parsonage because 
the church had withdrawn from 
the support of the Northern Bap- 
tist Convention on the grounds of 
its ‘(proven modernism. 

This was the third time the issue 
had been brought before the courts, 
and each time the court found for 
the church and against the conven- 
tion. 

A card from Pastor Ford Porter 


says: 
“My dear Brother John: 

“Well praise the Lord, the 
judge handed us down a de- 
cision to keep the group from 
ever organizing into another 
First Baptist Church or elect- 
ing any trustees with the 
thought of ever getting posses- 
sion of this property. It was a 
great victory. We did not put 
any more witnesses on the 
stand (after the editor left, 
he means) and they put only 
one, and McDonald objected to 
every question they asked him 
and the judge sustained his 
objections.” 

We praise God for this victory 
for the independence of Baptist 
local churches, and for the soul 
winning pastor and congregation. 
May they rise and shine in the 
glory of God’s power! 

The editor is grateful also for 
the kind words, which we do not 
print, about the editor’s preaching 
at Booneville, and good wishes for 
the revival efforts. 


Spectators in Heavenly Grandstand 


Yet what else are you doing, 


Lamb of Calvary? 


What If? 


BY R. G, L. 


What if your own were thirsting, and never a drop could 

gain, and you could tell where a sparkling well poured 

forth melodious rain; Would you turn aside while they 
gasped and died, and leave them to their pain? 


What if your own were darkened, without one cheering ray, 

And you alone could show where shone the pure sweet 

light of day; would you leave them there in their dark 
despair and sing on your sunlit way? 


What if your own were prisoned far in a hostile land, and 

the only key to set them free was held in your com- 

mand; would you breathe free air while they stifled 
there, and wait and hold your hand? 


if you will not tell what you know so well to those across 
the sea, who have never heard one tender word of the 


dear ones, by Christ set free, 


Mother's Bible -- Its Message 


BY SAM MORRIS 


(Chapter IV from Mother’s Bi- 
ble, or Anchors of Hope). 


‘Moreover, brethren, I de- 
clare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved, if ye 
keep in memory what I have 
preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. For I 
delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scrip- 
tures; and that he was buried, 
and that he arose again the 
third day according to the 
scriptures ... 

“Christ the firstfruits; after- 
ward they that are Christ’s at 
his coming” (I Cor. 15:1-4, 
23). 

Gospel means “good news,” and 
we have here what Paul declares 
was the gospel that he preached, 
that the Corinthians believed, by 
which they were saved, and 
wherein they stood. What was that 
gospel? It was good news about 
three things: first, it was the story 
of Blood Redemption; second, it 
was the story of a Bodily Resurrec- 
tion; and third, it was the story 
of a Blessed Return. 


Blood Redemption 


Paul wrote, “I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also re- 
ceived, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the, scrip- 
tures.” This is redemption’s story 
from Genesis to the Revelation. 
Christ died for our sins — the story 
of blood redemption. 


In the garden God slew animals 
and with their skins provided for 
Adam and Eve garments that they 
might be made fit for God’s pres- 
ence. It prefigured the death of 
Christ when God offered His Son 
that we might be clothed in His 
righteousness. — 


The lamb that Abel offered and 
by which he was accepted, through 
faith, prefigured Christ ‘‘wherein 
he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved.” 

Abraham offering Isaac on 
Mount Moriah is a picture of God 
offering His only Son on Mount 
Calvary—the story of blood re- 
demption. 

The Passover lamb slain in 


Egypt but under whose blood the 


Children of Israel found perfect 
refuge is a picture of us being 
sheltered under the blood of Jesus 
in the Great Tribulation period be- 
cause Paul wrote: “Being now jus- 
tified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him” 
(Rom, 5:9). 


The brazen serpent lifted up by 
Moses in the wilderness was a type 
of Christ lifted up on the Cross. 


The scarlet thread hung by the 
harlot Rahab in the window of her 
home as a pledge for her protec- 
tion at the fall of Jericho sym- 
bolizes Christ’s blood as our pledge 
of safety when the kingdoms of 
this world fall under the crushing 
march of Christ’s return. 


When Isaiah writes: ‘with his 
stripes we are healed’ (Isa. 53: 
3), he is predicting the scourging 
of Christ at the command of Pilate. 


John pointing out Jesus and say- 
ing, “Behold the Lamb of God,” 
is the ringing introduction of New 
Testament readers to the story of 
blood redemption. And Christ, wet 
with bloody sweat in Gethsemane, 
bearing His Cross on bloody back, 
and bleeding from hands, feet and 
side as He later hung upon that 
Cross, is the fulfillment of pro- 
phetic redemption and the ground- 
work of all later New Testament 
writings on the subject. 


Every time Christians observe 
the memorial supper it symbolizes 
our redemption by the blood. 


Paul never grew weary of writ- 
ing, “In whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). 

Peter wrote: “Forasmuch as ye 
know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, from your vain conver- 
sation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as a lamb without 
blemish and without spot” (I Pet. 
1:18, 19). 

When we go into the Revelation 
it is to read of a great host that 
“no man can number out of all 
nations, and kindreds, and peoples, 
and tongues,” as they sing, “Thé 
art worthy to take the book, an 
to open the seals thereof; for th 


to God by thy blood out of every 


kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation.” 


re- 


it is one continuous ry of 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


wast. slain, and hast redeemed us 


Pa 


Thus from Genesis to Revelation | 


Rejoice With Soul Winners 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Sermon preached at annual meeting of Cicero Fishermen's Club, 
meeting at Cicero Bible Church, Cicero, Illinois, Rev. William McCarrell, 


leader. Stenographically reported.) 


"And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and 
neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for | have found my 


sheep which was lost. 


"| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner | 


that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which 
need no repentance." — Luke 15:6, 7. 

“And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neigh- 
bours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for | have found the piece 


which | had lost. 


“Likewise, | say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth. — Luke 15:9, 10. 
"And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be 


merry: 


“For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found. And they began to be merry.’ — Luke 15:23, 24. 

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 


before us."' — Hebrews 12:1. 


I am preaching tonight on a sub- 
ject I never preached on before, 
and I never heard anybody else 
preach on it. I have preached on 
the lost sheep brought back. I have 
preached on the shepherd who 
brought him. But I never did 
preach on the “friends and neigh- 
bors” who rejoiced with the shep- 
herd. 


I have preached on the woman 
who had ten pieces of silver and 
lost one, and of how glad she was 
when she found it. But I forgot 
to preach about the “friends and 
neighbors” that she called together 
to rejoice with her. 

I have preached about the prodi- 
gal boy who came in his rags and 
hunger from the hog pen of the far 
country. I have preached on the 
robe, picturing the righteousness of 
Christ, given him when he came 
home. I have preached on the ring 
of sonship, which he received from 
the father’s hand. I have made 
slurring remarks about the elder 
brother! Then I have made some 
very happy observations about the 
fat calf. I had always thought of 
the ring and the shoes. But I never 


did stop to think it would take 


more than the father and mother 


and two boys and those hired men 
to eat a whole calf. I had never 
thought of it, yet they had both 
music and dancing. - The elder 
brother wasn’t in there, so there 
was bound to have been somebody 
else there dancing and making 
music. 


I am preaching tonight on the 
friends and the neighbors. I want 


to read you those verses again with 
the context and I want you to get 
it in your hearts. “And when he 
cometh home, he calleth together 
his friends and neighbours, saying 
unto them, Rejoice with me; for I 
have found my sheep which was 
lost.” Now Jesus put the interpre- 
tation on it. He said, “I say unto 
you, that likewise’ — just like that, 
in Heaven — “joy shall be in heav- 
en over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine 
just persons, which need no re- 
pentance.” And verse nine: “And 
when she hath found it, she call- 
eth her friends and her neighbours 
together’’—- she didn’t just send 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Happy Testimonies from Subscription Givers 


GRAND CLOSING APRIL 3. TRIAL OFFER: 13 WEEKS, 20c; 
6 FOR $1.00. HELP SWELL TOTAL TO THOUSANDS. 


We labor and plan and write 
and pray getting out The Sword of 
the Lord. How carefully we must 
plan the amount of material each 
week to come out exactly even! 
Had you ever thought of the plan- 
ning that takes? Then we are al- 
ways anxious to have some food 
for Christians and some earnest 
appeal to lost sinners. There must 
be some Bible teaching and some 
earnest devotional preaching, if 
possible, in every issue. Last 
week’s paper came to me at Kan- 
kakee, Illinois, air mail from Dal- 
las. To the editor it seemed at- 
tractive, and we earnestly pray 
that multitudes will be blessed by 
it. How happily we read over the 
fine article by Brother C. B. Hed- 
strom. 

Most of the time we do not know 
hat effect the paper has—whether 
is blessing hearts and making 
nger Christians or not. But 
during the present trial subscrip- 
tion campaign— My, you should 
see the letters that come in! We 
find that there are many earnest 
friends who pray re ly for 
The Sword of the Lord, who pass 
out copies to others, and who sub- 


scribe for their friends. Here are 
quotations from letters recently re- 
ceived. 


Florida Girl Sends in Fortieth 
Subscription 


Miss Alberta Johnson of Lake 
Worth, Florida, writes: 

“Thank you very much for 
your letter of February 16th 
and generous offer of The 
Sword of the Lord. I always 
feel blessed when I can send 
the paper out. This should 
bring the list to forty. Praise 
the Lord!” 

Miss Johnson kept sending in 


lists until she had subscribed for 


forty families. Why don’t you do. 


the same today? Get your list in 
the mail before midnight, April 
"Am Trusting in the Lord and Your 
Little Paper to Bring Salvation 
To Some of These Friends 


and Loved Galt 


From Pullman, Michigan, Miss 
Mary Engebretsen writes: . 
“Enclosed 


is $1.00 with a lis 
ia at 


of names, which I 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) * 
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PAGE TWO 


Plain-As-Day Scrip- 
tures Forbidding 
Lodge Membership 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


them: and | will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. 

"Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing: and | will 
receive you, 

"And will bea Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty." 

Notice that a Christian is plainly 
forbidden to have “fellowship,” 
“communion,” “concord,” “part,” 
or “agreement” with those who do 
not have saving faith. But in all 
the lodges one is yoked up by 
binding oaths with people who are 
already condemned because they 
do not believe in Jesus Christ as 
Saviour (Jno. 3:18). 

2. Psalm 1:1: 

"Blessed is the man that walk- 
eth not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful." 

’ God’s blessed man does not walk, 

nor stand, nor sit, with the ungod- 
(unconverted), nor sinners 
(those who live in sin), nor the 
scornful (those who doubt the Bi- 
ble, the deity of Christ, salvation 
by blood, etc.) This verse could 
not fit any man in membership and 
fellowship and attendance on lodg- 
es. 

3. Ephesians 5:11, 12: 

“And have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them. 

For it is a shame even to 
specs of those things which are 

one of them in secret." 

The works of the lodges are un- 
fruitful, that is, they do not get 
sinners saved. They are works of 
darkness, that is, works of secrecy 
and hidden things. But God com- 
mands: “have no fellowship with 
them, but rather reprove them.” 

4. Matthew 12:48-50: 

“But he answered and said 
unto him that told him, Who is 
my mother? and who are my 
brethren? 

"And he stretched forth his 
hand toward his disciples, and 
said, Behold my mother and my 
brethren! 

For whosoever shall do the 
will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, 
and sister, and mother." 

All lodges bind their members 
by oath to regard lodge members 
as their brothers and to favor lodge 
members above others. But Jesus 
says that His brothers and sisters 
are only those who do the will of 
the Father, Christians. It is wrong 
to call unconverted people ‘“breth- 
ren” or to be bound closer to them 
than with Christians. Remember, 
this was the sin of Lot, calling 
the men of Sodom “brethren” (Gen. 
19:7). 

5. Second John 9-11: 


'*Whosoever transgress- 
eth, and abideth not in the doc- 
trine of Christ, hath not God. 
He that abideth in the doctrine 
of Christ, he hath both the Fa- 
ther and the Son. | 

"If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, re- 
ceive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: 

"For he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil 


deeds." 
The lodgesS do not pray in the 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
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name of Christ; they teach salva- 
tion without Christ by character 
and good works; recognize god of 
Mohammedanism, or of other hea- 
then religions as equal with God. 
Lodges, when they pr scriptures, 
omit the name of Jesus Christ. 
Christians are forbidden to receive 
such people into their houses, or to 
bid them God’s speed. All Chris- 
Se in the lodges bid God’s speed 

their Christ-rejection and false 
doctrine. 


Il. CONCERNING SECRECY OF 
THE LODGES: 


1. John 18:20: 

“Jesus answered him, I 
spake openly to the world; I 
ever taught in the synagogue, 
and in the temple, whither the 
Jews always resort; and in 
secret have I said nothing.” 
Jesus had nothing, to do with 

secret doctrines or rites. Should 
you ?. ° 
2. Matthew 10:26, 27: 

“Fear them not therefore: 
for there is nothing covered, 
that shall not be revealed; and 
hid, that*shall not be known. 

“What I tell you in darkness, 
that speak ye in light: and 
what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the housetops.” 
Secret things will all be pub- 
lished, and Christians are ex- 
pressly commanded to preach 
upon the housetops what they 
hear in the ear. But lodge 
oaths contradict the command - 
of Christ. 

3. Ephesians 5:11, 12: 

“And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove 
them. 

“For it is a shame even to 
speak of those things which 
are done of.them in secret.” 
The works of darkness (secrecy) 

are unfruitful. Christians should 
have no fellowship with them, but 
reprove, them. 
Ill CONCERNING THE OATHS 
OF THE LODGES: 
1. Matthew 5:34-37: 

“But | say unto you, Swear 
not at all; neither by heaven; 
for it is God's throne: 

"Nor by the earth: for it is 
his footstool neither by Jerusa- 
lem; for it is the city of the 
great King. 

"Neither shalt thou swear by 
thy head, because thou canst 
not make one hair white or 
black. 

“But let your communication 
be, Yea, yea: Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these 


cometh of evil.” 

“Swear not at all,’’ Christian, Je- 
sus said. No lodge member in the 
world has kept this command. 

2. James 5:12: 

"But above all things, my 
brethren, swear not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the earth, 
neither by any other oath; but 
let your yea be yea and your 
nay, nay; lest ye fall into con- 
demnation." 

Notice that the command “Swear 
not’! is “above all things, my 
brethren.” Notice He commands: 
“ . , neither by any other oath.” 
Any oath at all is a sin. Every 
lodge member violates this plain 
command, every degree he takes. 


3. Exodus 20:7: 

“Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in 
vain; for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain.” 

The name of God is used repeat- 
edly in lodge ritual and used in in- 
sincere forms, even by unconverted 
men. Lodge members break this 
one of the Ten Commandments re- 
peatedly. Lodge members who 
would keep their oaths would some- 
times be murderers, since many 
oaths involve bloodshed, and all 
who break the oath are blasphem- 
ers! The distress cry is profane, 
taking God’s name in vain. 


4. Leviticus 5:4-6: 

"Or if a soul swear, pronounc- 
ing with his lips to do evil, or to 
do good, whatsoever it be that 
a man shall pronounce with an 
oath, and it be hid from him; 
when he knoweth of it, then he 
shall be guilty in one of these. 

"And it shall be, when he shall 

_ be guilty in one of these things, 
that he shall confess that he hath 


sinned in that thing: 


| 


ea 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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STAND REJOICE WITH SOUL WINNERS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


word, she said, “Come over to my 
house. Oh, boy! Let’s have a good 
time. I have found it!” (They 
knew she was looking for it) 
“Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the piece which I had lost.” Not 
only rejoice, but do it over here 
with me, was her thought. Now, 
listen, Jesus gave the interpreta- 
tion. “Likewise,” Jesus said (it is 
just like that in Heaven) “Like- 
wise, I say unto you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repent- 
eth.” 


I want you to think for a little 
bit what goes on in Heaven when 
a sinner is saved. I want you to 
think a little bit about the heavenly 
witnesses of soul winning, and 
surely if you and I get it on our 
hearts how surrounded we are with 
the heavenly hosts of those who 
are concerned about soul winning 
and the passion of their hearts in 
Heaven is still to see sinners saved, 
we will be better soul winners. 
Then, surely, somebody who doesn’t 
win souls will lay aside the weight 
and hit the ball for God and go to 
winning souls. Maybe somebody 
who has loved ones over the River 
and you have thought, “Well, I am 
going to settle it sometime,” but 
you don’t know with what anxiety 
even in Heaven they watch and 
wait for the signs of your repent- 
ing and turning to God, and how 


happy they will be when you are’ 


wonder that Peter said, “Lord Je- 
sus” (he forgot then that the world 
was dying), “let’s build three tab- 
ernacles, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah, and one for Thee. I could 
stay up here.” But then a Voice 
from Heaven said, “Don’t put Mo- 
ses and Elijah on a plane with Je- 
sus Christ. This is my beloved 
Son, hear him.” Peter wist not 
quite what he said. I wish I could 
have heard, too, what they talked 
about that day. This was their 
topic as they talked that day. They 
“spake of his decease which he 
should accomplish at Jerusalem” 
(Luke 9:31). It was the redemp- 
tion of dying sinners—that is what 
they came for. 


‘Moses said, “I tell you, we were 
so concerned about it that the Lord 
let us come down and meet You 
and talk to You about it. Jesus, 
everybody in Heaven is looking 
down here to see You when You 
die.” They talked of His decease 
which He should accomplish at Je- 
rusalem. What was going on down 
here was common knowledge in 
Heaven! 


Now let’s see over in First Cor- 
inthians 13:12: “Now we see 
through a glass darkly, but then 
face to face. Now we know in 
part, but then we shall know even 
as also we are known.” I don’t 
know Brother McCarrell very well. 
God bless him, I love him, but you 
know, all I can see now is his 


face. I can hear his voice and see 


saved; will say, “All right, I will| his mannerisms and I can feel his 
make sure tonight. I will say Yes| cheery good nature expressed by 


to Jesus. 


I will have my name/| some outward expression, but one 


written down and a plate at the/| of these days I will see his heart. 
table set for me. Lord, I am com-; He will never have to explain. I 


ing!” 
First of all, in Heaven they know 


| will know all the ambitions of his 
soul, I will know all the hopes 


what is going on down here, Dear | 2nd loves and fears and triumphs 


Dr. James M. Gray said one time, 
that that might be a bit of trouble 
to prove. So I will take the trouble 
and prove it. They know what is 
going on down here now. 


There is rejoicing. Who did the 

rejoicing? When the lost sheep 
was found who did the rejoicing? 
The “friends and neighbours.” The 
Same phrase is used twice. It was 
not just the angels alone. The 
angels might have been the friends, 
but somebody else would have to 
be the neighbors. Or the angels 
might have been the neighbors, but 
somebody else would have to be 
the friends. There is joy in Heav- 
en when a sinner is saved. The 
Lord Jesus does not do it all. If 
He did, He doesn’t keep it a secret 
from all who love Him. I will 
give you a few scriptures and some 
illustrations that I think. will make 
this clear that Jesus in this very 
passage is intentionally saying that 
the redeemed saints have a Halle- 
lujah time in Heaven when a sin- 
ner is saved, that everybody in 
Heaven is rejoicing over sinners 
saved down here. 
, On the Mount of Transfiguration 
when Elijah and Moses came down 
to meet Jesus and three apostles, 
they had conversation. It is in- 
teresting to note that Elijah and 
Moses didn’t have to have an in- 
troduction. Jesus didn’t have to 
say, “This fisherman here, this hot- 
headed guy, this spark-plug, is 
Simon Peter the fisherman. Moses, 
meet Peter!” They didn’t have to 
have an introduction. So heavenly 
people know each other when they 
meet. In our glorified bodies, we 
are going to know each other. They 
knew Elijah. There wasn’t any 
need for an introduction here. The 
transfiguration indicates there is 
great familiarity with’ those born 
again and those who have laid off 
the mortal clay. 

They had conversation, Jesus, 
Moses and Elijah. What did they 
talk about? Oh, I would like to 
have been there to hear it! I don’t 


"And he shall bring his tres- 
pass-offering unto the Lord for 
his sin which he hath sinned, a 
female from the flock, a lamb 
or a kid of the goats, for a sin- 
offering; and the priest shall 
make an atonement for him con- 
cerning his sin." 

If you took a lodge oath and 
then later found it was a sin, you 


} must confess that you have sinned 


in this matter and renounce it. God 
does not hold you to a wicked oath, 
but counts it a sin which you 
should confess and forsake. 
Christian, what will you do about 
lodge membership, in the face of 


these plain-as-day scriptures? 


‘in glory. I will know like God 
knows me one day, even as they 
do now, in heaven. That is the 
reason they recognized each other 
on the mount. 


That isn’t all, here is another 
seripture. Turn to Revelation 6: 
10, 11. Here is a scripture that 
can’t be explained away. That 
must certainly mean that people 
in Heaven are watching and know 
everything that happens in this 
world. But someone says to me. “I 
don’t believe they do know. If they 
did, here is a mother in Heaven 
and she would be so grieved and 
disappointed over her son lost down 
here and living in sin.” I tell you, 
my friend, just human argument 
isn’t enough to put aside the Word 
of God. Besides that, when a moth- 
er gets to Heaven, anything Jesus 
can be satisfied with, she is going 
to be satisfied with. When He says 
Amen, she will say Amen, Lord 
Jesus. If her own boy is going to 
Hell, He loves us and He knows 
and she is going to know, too. Now 
here is the scripture, Revelation 6: 
9:10, 11: 

“And when he had opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of them that 
were slain —’”’ 


They were slain, so they are not 
down here on the earth. Their souls 
are up there before the resurrec- 
tion, these are the souls of those 
Christians slain during the Tribu- 
lation time. 


“I saw under the altar the 
souls of them that were slain 
for the word of God, and for 
the testimony which they held: 

“And they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the 
earth ? 

“And white robes were given 
unto every one of them; and it 
was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little sea- 
son, until their fellowservants 
also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled.” 


Up in Heaven these last few 


days, have saddened saints in Heav- 
en grieved at the bloodshed and 
sorrow? Doubtless over Europe 
and Finland they have watched 
that sad trekk with their busses 
and cars and ons and sl 

piled high with household furni- 
ture, and on foot driving their 
sheep and cattle; sad faced and 
weary, evacuating the territory 
taken by those murderers, atheists 
and God haters of Soviet Russia. 
So they ‘fall back into the interior 
with sad hearts and faces. The 
enemy has taken all their homes, 


where death has come to 30,000, 


and other 35,000 thousand wounded 
in Finland. | 

Up in Heaven, if there is any 
justice in Heaven, if there is any 
holy, righteous indignation, some- 
body looks down and weeps in 
Heaven. You say weeps? They say, 
“Lord, how long are You going 
to let this murder go on? How 
long are You going to let Hitler 
run with nobody to stop him? How 
long are You going to allow per- 
secution and concentration camps 
and g Christians up to cold 
Siberia in Russia? Lord, are You 
going to let that go on forever?” 

They look down here on the 
earth as they will during the tribu- 
lation time. The Lord will Say, 
“Gabriel, 
robes and tell them to be patient 
for a little bit, I've got my eye on 
this business. I know what is go- 
ing on, but I am going to bring it 
out right.” They are concerned 
about the sadness that goes on 
down in this world, They know up 
in Heaven. They know! Yes, they 
do! 

Turn to Hebrews the twelfth 
chapter. That eleventh chapter had 
such marvelous moving accounts of 
the heroes of faith. “By faith Abel 
offered a more excellent sacrifice,”’ 
“By faith Abraham went out into 
a strange country,’ “By faith Noah 
built the ark and saved his family 
and preached a hundred and twen- 
ty years with a broken heart and 
couldn’t get anybody else.” By 
faith Abraham —”Oh, how Abra- 
ham loved Lot down in Sodom and 
interceded for the city. Abraham 
was a soul winner. Oh, the com- 
passion and broken heart of 
Abraham praying for sinners. “‘By 
faith .. .” and the Scripture gives 
the story of the rest of them, and 
then says, “Time would fail to tell 
of all the heroes of faith who by 
faith stopped the mouths of lions, 
were sawn asunder, were dressed 
in sheep skins and goat skins and 
lived in the caves, of whom the 
world was not worthy.” When he 
comes on through it all, I am on 
the mountain top and just about 
to shout. If I could only be a 
Christian like that and lay every- 
thing on the altar and win souls, 
if I could by faith look forward to 
the reward and be willing to give 
up any friends even, and take the 
wounds and be murdered — Oh, 
that would be a wonderful time. 
But God says, “Watch your step. 
That crowd is all around you right 
now.”’ Hebrews 12:1 says: 

"Wherefore, seeing we also 
are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily be- 
set us, and let us run with pa- 
tience the race that is set be- 
fore us." 

They are all around you right 
now, looking down from the grand- 
stand of Heaven. Oh, he said, let 
us lay aside every weight and the 
sin that doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus as they did, the author and 
finisher of our faith. 

We are compassed about — I 
know there are witnesses to us, 
you say, but the Bible says that 
they compass us about as a cloud, 
now they are all around. How blind 
that our eyes do not see them! 

You remember when Elisha wé@s 
at Dothan and the young preach- 
er with him (IT Kings 6:8-17), the 
king of Syria sent a whole army 
up to take this prophet God was 
making a good preacher out of the 
young man, so, like Elisha poured 


get them some white . 


water on the hands of Elijah and. 


as Timothy waited on Paul, this 
young man waited on Elisha. And 
when the young man saw the army 
that the king of Syria had sent up 
there to take Elisha, he said, 
“Alas, my master! how shall we 
do?” The army of the king of 
Syria has surrounded us. We can’t 
defend ourselves now! What will 
we do? And Elisha said, “‘Wait a 
minute.” “Lord, open the young 
man’s eyes and show him, Lord.” 
And the Lord opened his-eyes, and 
he looked and saw the prancing 
horses and chariots of fire and the 
army of the angels of God all 
around him! He had been blind. 
Oh, God, open our eyes today that 
we may see that we are compassed 
about with all the heroes of faith 
through the centuries. They look 
down on us as we run our race! 
How eagerly they observe our soul 
winning efforts, to rejoice with ts 
when a soul is saved! 

Many preachers preach to a 
handful in their church or on the 

(CONTINUED CN PAGE 3) 
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street corner as people walk by, or 
visit the sick in the hospital; it 
seems so few here. Somebody 
hands a tract through the bars of 
a cell, and feels it is so small. 
Take courage, you have a big audi- 
ence. The seats may be empty, 
but all around the grandstand of 
Heaven they watch the race! With 
what compassion and concern they 
look upon us. In Heaven they 
know what is going on down here. 
Yes, they surely do! 

With this thing in mind, you 
won't read again, I trust, that 
fifteenth chapter of Luke without 
remembering this: When the wom- 
an came back and said, “I have 
found it,” they knew what she had 
found. They knew what was lost, 
and they had been watching her as 
she was searching. They had been 
saying, “It’s too bad, it was her 
dowry monéy she lost. It is too 
bad, I am so sorry. Isn't it too bad 
Jane Smith lost her piece of 
dowry money? But when she 
comes Over and says, ‘I have found 
it! Come over to my house and re- 
joice with me, I have found it!” 
they did rejoice with her, They 
were interested spectators and they 
were happy rejoicers over her vic- 
tory. And when the man came 
back with his sheep they knew the 
sheep had been lost and they knew 
he had gone to look for the sheep. 
They were interested in it, and the 
Scripture says, just like that in 
Heaven there is joy in the presence 
of tne angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth more than over 
ninety-and-nine just persons that 
need no repentance. In Heaven they 
are watching, in Heaven they care. 


My, my, to have somebody in the 
grandstand makes a lot of differ- 
ence! How I remember when I 
played college football, somebody 
in the grandstand wore an orange 
colored sweater! Oh, boy! It made 
a lot of difference when I went in 
there if somebody was in the 
grandstand! Sometimes the tackle 
on the other side outweighed me 
twenty to forty pounds. I remem- 


‘ber one game we played harder 


than we ever played. I got my 
nose busted in that, and one fellow 
got his ribs cracked — but just to 
know somebody was out there say- 
in: 


“Hold that line! 

Hold that line! 

Hold that line!”’ 
made.us stay in till the last whistle 
blew! I tell you it amounts to a 
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whole lot when somebody is on the 
grandstand. 

How I remember in one game 
when the other team was about to 
kick, how they said: 

“Block that kick! 

Block that kick! 

Block that kick! 

Block that kick! 

BLOCK THAT KICK! 

BLOCK THAT KICK!” 

(If you made that much noise 
about the Lord, you would be a 
fanatic or a Holy Roller, or too 
emotional, but about a game it is 
all right!) They said, “BLOCK 
THAT KICK!” and I broke through 
that line accidentally, got through 
the guard and tackle and blocked 
the kick and fell on the ball six 
yards behind the line! The ball was 
ours! That night when I left the 
boys’ dormitory and went across 
the campus to milk the college 
cows — you didn’t know cows went 
to college, did you? —I wouldn't 
swear I didn’t limp more than was 
absolutely necessary. I remember 
how on the second floor balcony of 
the girls’ dormitory the girls gave 
fifteen “rahs’” for me. It matters 
a whole lot about the grandstand! 

I say it matters that the saints 
and soul winners of all the cen- 
turies look down and watch while 
we run this race. Oh, God help 
you to know nobody ever ran it 
alone, but the flags are flying and 
the trumpets blowing, and, oh, with 
what intense gaze the martyrs, and 
| the saints, and the soul winners of 
| all ages look down! I have thought 
'many times that when I come to 

the time to lay down my Bible I 
will regret it. Our colored people 
sing down South sometimes: 

“I’m gonna lay down my Bible 

Down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside. 

I’m gonna lay down my Bible, 

Down by the riverside, 

And study war no more.” 
: I have thought when I lay down 
imy Bible—and I don’t want to 
lay it down. I don’t, I don’t! I 
tell you the truth, there are very 
few times I ever wanted to quit 
preaching. Do you think when God 
takes me to Heaven if the race is 
still on down here and somebody 
is preaching the gospel and some- 
body is holding revival services 
and somebody is on the radio and 
somebody is putting out tracts and 
somebody is on his face before God 
weeping for revival, do you think 
I wouldn’t care? If I don’t it will 
certainly be strange! I tell you 
something awfully bad will have 
happened to John Rice if he doesn’t 
care, And what about Jonah now? 
And what about John the Baptist 
and Saint Paul, and Spurgeon and 
Moody and Torrey? Do you think 
D. L. Moody says, “Oh, tune that 
stuff out, I am not interested in re- 
vivals any more’? No! NO! I tell 
you, my friends, the grandstands in 
Heaven are filled. The bands are 
playing and the colors are flying 
from the mast in Heaven! And how 
the hallelujahs fill the air when we 
win a soul! 
, We see sinners saved, and we 
feel, ‘Oh, this is great!” And Heav- 
en isn’t interested in much of any- 
thing else. I have thought some- 
times of being in Heaven, and if 
they are giving a sight-seeing tour 
to go to Mars, or Betelguese but 
I wouldn’t want to go, not while a 
mission was open and drunkards 
were finding God! Not while har- 
lots came and found .Christ and 
purity and peace! Not when 
preachers preached with tears and 
souls were saved! Not when moth- 
ers rejoice and clap their hands be- 
cause of sons saved! I think I 
wouldn’t be interested in sight see- 
ing in other parts of the universe, 
would you, Brother McCarrell? I 
tell you, in Heaven they watch 
now with this in mind that souls 
are saved. Oh, yes! 

Sometimes when I preach — and 
I do it so poorly, I can have a 
great deal of sympathy with the 
way a preacher friend felt down in 
Texas. He came in one day and 
threw himself across the bed. His 
wife said, “Jeff, come to dinner.”’ 

“I don’t want anything.” 

“Come on to dinner!” she said. 

; “Go on and eat, I am not com- 
n 2 

She said, “I don’t want to eat 
without you,” 

“Throw it out, then!” he said. 

“Jeff, what’s the matter with 
you?” _. | 

He said, “Leave me alone!” And 
Jeff Davis said, “What is the mat- 
ter is that I can’t preach! And I 
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demption through the blood — that 
Christ died for our sins. 


Bodily Resurrection 

But there is more to the good 
news that Paul preached than 
just the story of blood redemption. 
The gospel does not stop with 
Christ on the Cross, It tells of His 
personal, literal, bodily resurrec- 
tion that took place on the third 
day “according to the scriptures.” 

Abraham was willing to slay 
Isaac “accounting that God was 
able to raise him up, even from 


don’t know anybody who can 
preach! Leave me alone!” 

I have been there more than 
once! But I say sometimes when I 
preach God is in it, and I had rath- 
er do-it than to eat. I had rather 
do it than sleep. I had rather do it 
than be president. I had rather do 
it than trade places with the rich- 
est or most powerful man on 
earth. When I preach and the Spir- 
it of God moves my heart and fhe 
hearts of other old sinners out 
there, when sinners find God and 
Christians are blessed, when Il 
think of that, I can imagine some- 
body lays his hand on a shoulder 
up in Heaven at the bannisters, and 
says, ‘Paul, please move over, will 
you.” And the angel Gabriel says, 
“If you don’t mind, make room for 
the little lady.’’ And I can imagine 
my mother looking on — she went 
to Heaven before I was six years 
old — and Gabriel says, “Let her 
watch her boy preach!” My moth-| 
er is watching in Heaven tonight! 

You know in Heaven they keep 
the prayers. We forget them, but. 
God doesn’t. Did you ever have a 
prayer answered after you had for- 
gotten it and given up? God does 
not forget. When God gets a real 
good prayer, He puts it in a bot- 
tle, and every once in a while He 
says to an angel, “Bring me that 
bottle —- that one with the pink 
label on it,’”’ and He takes the stop- 
per out and smells the sweet odor 
and incense that comes up from 
praying hearts! 

You know, God answers prayer a 
long time later sometimes. Moses 
prayed, “Lord, Il want to go over 
the Jordan River. Lord, I don’t 
see how I can miss it, I’ve got to 
go!” 
And the Lord said, “Don’t bother 
me about that any more.” And you 
know, fifteen hundred years later 
the Lord took up the vial of prayer, 
and said, “Moses, you know that 
prayer you prayed so hard back 
yonder? Come on, I am going to 
let you go down in the promised 
land and meet Jesus and Peter and 
James and John! And he did, on 
the Mount of Transfiguration! 


One time in Amarillo, Texas, I 
was looking through some’ old 
books together with my mother’s 
sister, Mrs. John McLaughlin, Aunt 
Essie, and a letter fell out. My 
auntie said, “Oh, John, do you 
know what that is? Do you know 
whose handwriting that is?’”’ And 
I recognized it was my mother’s. 
I said, “Yes, I saw some love let- 
ters Mama wrote to Dad. That is 
my mother’s handwriting, isn’t it?” 

“Would you like to read it?” 
she asked? And I did. It was writ- 
ten not long before my mother 
died. To her sister, Mother said, 
“It is very hot weather down here’”’ 
—near San Antonio—and she 
talked about her husband, and then 
like a good mother would, about 
her children. She said, “The baby 
is cutting teeth and is a little fret- 
ful. Gertrude is a fine little nurse” 
— that is my older sister — “she is 
a lot of help these days. She takes 
care of the baby and dries the 
dishes. Ruth is a quiet little thing, 
and George is into mischief from 
morning until night” — He always 
has been. And then she said, “My 
little preacher boy is just getting 
along fine’ -——and I stopped. She 
had mentioned everybody but me, 
and I said to Auntie, “Was I her 
preacher boy? Did she call me 
that?” And Auntie said, “She nev- 
er called you anything else!” And 
I said, “I do remember now when 
I was four years old, when people 
asked me my name, my mother 
would teach me to say, “I am John 
the Baptist ag so And Aunt 
Essie said, ‘‘She always called you 
her preacher boy.” 

Later I went to where my father 
lived, and I said, “Dad, I saw a 
letter the other day from Mama 
that she wrote when we lived away 
down near San Antonio, Texas. In 
that letter mother called me her 
preacher boy. Do you know any- 
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the dead’ (Heb. 11:19). 

Ancient Job, in the midst of his 
afflictions and suffering, shouted 
his faith in a bodily resurrection 
when he said, ‘‘For I know that my 
redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the 
earth; and though, after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19: 
25, 26). 

David proclaimed his own faith 
as well as the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead when he sang, 
“Thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine 
Holy one to see corruption” (Psa. 
16:9). 

Isaiah predicted, ‘“‘Thy dead shall 
live, together with my dead body 
shall they arise” (Isa. 26:19). 

Daniel wrote, “Many of them 


that sleep in the dust of the earth | 
shall awake, some to everlasting 


life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt” (Dan. 12:2). 

Hosea wrote: “I will ransom 
them from the grave; I will redeem 
them from death: O death, I will 
be thy plagues; O grave, I will be 
thy destruction” (Hosea 13:14). 

These are Old Testament predic- 
tions of a bodily resurrection. And 
when we turn to the New Testa- 
ment, unfaltering testimony to 
Christ’s resurrection abounds on 
every page. 

Matthew wrote that Jesus arose 
from the dead. 


Mark wrote that Jesus arose 
from the dead. 

Luke wrote that Jesus arose 
from the dead, 

John wrote that Jesus arose 
from the dead. 

.Paul wrote that Jesus arose 
from the dead. 

Peter wrote that Jesus arose 


from the dead. 


And in this fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians Paul writes that 
Jesus arose from the dead on the 
third day and that “he was seen 
of Cephas, then of the twelve; after 
that, He was seen of above five 
hundred brethren... that He was 
seen of James, then of all the apos- 
tles and last of all He was seen of 
ng 

Triumphant and glorious and 
just as essential as blood redemp- 
tion is the fact that Christ arose 
from the dead the third day ac- 
cording to the scriptures. He who 
omits or shuns preaching that 
Christ literally arose from the 
grave is not preaching the gospel 
that Paul preached, that the Corin- 
thians believed, by which they were 
saved and wherein they stood. 


Blessed Return 


But there is still more to the 
gospel than just redemption by the 
blood and the bodily resurrection 
of Christ. There is the further fact 
of His blessed return. Many who 
unhesitatingly proclaim Christ’s 
death for our sin and His resurrec- 
tion from the dead are satisfied to 
stop right there. I know of one 
minister who arrogantly boasted 
that he never had preached on the 
second coming of Christ and that 
he never would, 

It ts at the second coming of 
Christ that the dead are to be 
raised. “Christ the firstfruits; af- 
terward they that are Christ’s at 
his coming.” Nothing could be 
plainer. Jesus Himself said: “I will 
come again.” As He went up in 
the clouds two men in white ap- 
parel told the disciples: “This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.” Paul was constantly 
urging his disciples “to serve the 
living and true God: and to wait 
for his son from heaven ... even 
Jesus.” 

James declared, ““The coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh.” 

Peter wrote, “We have not fol- 
lowed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.”’ 

Jude wrote, “The Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints.” 

And John, in the Revelation, 
wrote, “Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see 
him.’’ a 

In fact, the last promise in the 
Bible is a promise of His second 
coming: ‘He which testifieth these 
things saith surely I come quick- 
ly,” and the last prayer in the Bi- 
ble is a prayer for that coming 
when John responds: “Amen, even 
oh come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22: 

Any preacher who neglects to 
preach the second coming of Christ 
is not a preacher of the gospel in 
all its fullness. If the value of a 
doctrine is to be judged by the fre- 
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quency of its mention in the Bible, 
then the second coming of Christ 
is easily the most important doc- 
trine in the Word of God. From 
the very first promise of the Bible, 
where God promised that the seed 
of the woman would bruise the 
head of the serpent — a promise to 
be fulfilled at the second coming 
of Christ, to the last promise of 
the Bible just quoted, we find this 
truth strewn as thickly upon: the 
pages of God’s Word as leaves up- 
on a wooded hillside at Christmas 
time. 

It is bound up with every fun- 
damental doctrine and it is made 
the basis of appeal in every exhor- 
tation to high and holy living on 
the part of Christian believers. 
Faithfulness as portrayed in the 
parable of the pounds, charity as 
portrayed in the scene of the judg- 
ment, and watchfulness as por- 
trayed in the parable of the ten 
virgins are all linked to the ad- 
monition: “For ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of man cometh” (Matt. 26: 
13). 

If we are urged “not to forsake 
the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether” it is because we see “the 
day approaching.” When we are 
urged to partake of the memorial 
supper it is because “Ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come.” If 
a young minister is urged to 
“preach the word” it is because 
Christ shall judge the quick and 
the dead “at his appearing and his 
Kingdom.’ If we are urged to live 
clean and pure lives it is because 
“the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and god- 
ly, in this present world; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2:11-13). 

And when we stand beside the 
graves wherein have been iaid 
away the bodies of our dear ones 
we are admonished not to sorrow 
as others who have no hepe be- 
cause “The Lord Himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first; 
then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord” (I 
Thess. 4:13-19). 


Conclusion 

In conclusion let us reiterate that 
the gospel which Paul preached 
was a gospel of blood redemption, 
a gospel of bodily resurrection, and 
a gospel of the blessed return. 
That was the gospel that the Cor- 
inthians believed. That was the 
gospel by which they were saved. 
And it was the gospel wherein they 
stood. Let us preach it, every. bit 
of it, and it) anyone omits any 
part of it he is not pr the 
— gospel that saves sus- 


(This book of six chapters deals 
with the inspiration of the Bible, 
its permanence, its theme, 
promise, and of the Christian’s 
hope. You may order this book 
from Sam Morris, Del Rio, Texas, 
at 25c each.) 
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SPECTATORS IN HEAVENLY GRAND. 


STAND REJOICE WITH SOUL WINNERS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


ping about that? Tell me about 
t.’”’ 

My dad said, “Yes, Son, when 
you were born your mother and I 
ye you to God and begged God 

make you a preacher, and we 
always thought He would.” 


“Why didn’t you tell me? I have 
wasted these twenty-five years.” 


“We wanted the Lord to tell 
ou.” 
And the Lord did, and up in 
Heaven my mother sees the an- 
swer to her prayers down here. 
Do you think she would not watch 
me preach? I sometimes feel like 
I have a pretty hard pull and that 


Iam a poor stick of a preacher, 


but spectators in the grandstand of 
glory watch with unceasing con- 
cern, and rejoice when God lets 
me help win a soul! 


They are watchimg over us in 
Heaven, and their concern is dying 
sinners. A lot of us wouldn’t waste 
time like we do, if we realized how 
the uncounted millions in Heaven 
look down. 

A game is on! On the baseball 
diamond is a pitcher, and he winds 
up and pitches — 

“Ball one!” shouts the umpire. 
The ball was no ! 

And he winds up and pitches an- 
other. 

“Ball two!” says the umpire! 

Again he pitches, but again fails 
to get it over the plate! 

“Ball three!” 

He can’t get it over the base. 

“Ball four!” says the umpire. 
“Take a walk!”’ 

The pitcher failed, and out in 
the stand they begin to say, “Take 
him out! Take him out!” 

Oh, I tell you, my friends, some- 
times when -— God forgive us — 
we fat preachers, we oily-tongued 
preachers, peace-at-any price 
preachers, preachers who don’t hit 
sin, who can’t lose a friend for 
Jesus, preachers who never make 
anybody mad, we preachers that 
don’t know anything about Hell 
and judgment and repentance; I 
think sometimes Paul says, “Lord, 
take him out! Lord, take him out! I 
have marks on my body where they 
stoned me and left me for dead. 
They had to let me over the city 
wall of Damascus in a basket at 
night with ropes — I have been in 
chains over at Rome. Lord, take 
him out! He has no tears, no 
broken heart, no power of the Spir- 
it. Take him out, Lord, and get 
somebody that can preach, some- 
body that means business!”’ 

How we fritter away time and 
opportunities when Heaven and 
Hell are filled with people watching 
in deepest concern our efforts to 
win souls. I don’t know whether 
Paul says that, but in Heaven they 
are wonderfully concerned about 
this business of soul winning. 

Jesus said, “When he has fourtd 
it he lays it on his shoulder rejoic- 
ing and calls his friends and neigh- 
bors together and says, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost.’” And then He 
said, “Likewise — just like that — 
I say unto you, there is more joy 
in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repent- 
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eth than over ninety and nine just 
persons that need no repentance.” 
I was called for the funeral. of 
a twelve year old boy in Fort 
Worth because I had had the joy 
of winning him to Christ. He was 
drowned. The next day after the 
funeral, the father met. me and 
said, “I want to talk to you, Broth- 
er Rice.” He said, “You know I 
have a big tent and awning busi- 
ness and a nice home. I have ev- 
erything heart could desire along 
that line. But you know I went 
out in the garage and saw Scotty’s 
toys. There was his bat and glove, 
there was his electric train, and 
here were all the things he had 
been making. There were his roll- 
er skates and ball that he had left 
behind. I sat a while out there, 
and I said to myself, ‘Well, the 
Lord Jesus has given him some- 
thing better than that. He doesn’t 
need toys now. Scotty is with Je- 
sus up in Heaven.’ And I looked 
out there at my plant. And you 
know, we make the finest tents and 
awnings and rugs and the thought 
came to me, ‘Old boy, you will 
leave your toys one day and all 
these play things. You had better 
be getting in a grown-up man’s 
business and think more about 
Heaven and not so much about 
playthings down here.’” 


He said something there! He 
sure did! When you spend all your 
time at folly, make money, sure, 
go ahead! People think when you 
spend eight or ten hours a day to 
fill your belly and cover your back 
with the best clothes and eat like 
princes, drive a nice car, people 
think, “He is succeeding, isn’t he?”’ 
If you knew how lank and poor his 
soul is you wouldn’t say that! The 
fire at the judgment seat of Christ 
will burn up all the wood, hay ard 
stubble and some of you will come 
naked before the God who madé 
you and the Christ who died for 
you and saved you! You will re- 
gret then that you lived a wretched 
life. You have made a joke out 
of this business of Heaven and 
angels and saints and God who are 
watching you, longing for you to 
leave the trash and win souls. All 
the witnesses look down and are 
concerned, and you do not take it 
to heart. 

Did you know another thing 
about rejoicing — there cannot well 
be rejoicing except as it is con- 
trasted with sorrow. You had bet- 
ter get this and you won’t say I 
am a heretic. You can’t have re- 
joicing except as it is set over 
against sorrow. The Lord said in 
Psalm 126:5, “They that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy.” And one 
reason a lot of you are never very 
happy is because you have never 
been very sad. If you ever had 
much burden in prayer, you would 
have more glory when prayer was 
answered. The more suffering here, 
the more crown hereafter. I say, 
tears and sorrow go before rejoic- 
ing. In Heaven they are wonder- 
fully happy. How happy when a 
soul is saved, it is wonderful. I 
can remember a dear saint who 
praised God aloud and clapped her 
hands and shouted. Her hat came 
over to one side, and her hair came 
down her back (I never saw any- 
body shout with bobbed hair. I 
don’t think they are the shouting 
kind.) In Heaven they must have 
been pleased! That is better preach- 
ing than I can do.. In Heaven they 
rejoiced, too! Are they ever sad in 
Heaven ? 

But this is the thing I was going 
to say —-I wouldn’t be surprised if 
they are sad in Heaven. What? 


Did you ever hear a verse of scrip-| that God will 


ture that says, “God himself shall 
wipe away all tears?” (Rev. 21: 
4). That is after the thousand 
years reign of Christ on earth. 
What are they doing with tears? 
Oh, I don’t know, but with the 
agony of heart that Jesus has, and 
the travail of soul He has, they 
must_ have a little bit even now in 
Heaven. They know our heart- 
break and our failures, and they 
may have some tears in Heaven. 
How can they be wiped away a 
thousand years later if they don’t 
have some tears? 

I will tell you something else 
just as strange. Do you suppose 
there is any rejoicing in Hell? You 
may be surprised, but I think there 
is. You may think a man who 
goes to Hell hasn’t anything to re- 
joice about. They haven’t in them- 
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they may not come to this place of 
torment. ‘They will hate me for a 
million years if they come here. 
Tell my younger brothers they had 
better get saved while they can” 
(See Luke 16:28-30). I think if 
his five brothers were saved, the 
man in Hell at least would have 
some rejoicing in the midst of the 
torments of the damned. 

You know the other worlds are 
closer than we think. Jacob said, 
“God is in this place and I knew it 
not.” It was a fact. He saw the 
actual angels of God. There is 
transportation between earth and 
Heaven. The Scripture says about 
little children, “Their angels do al- 
ways behold the face of my Fa- 
ther” (Matt. 18:10). And, “The 
angel of the Lord encampeth 
around about them that fear Him 
and delivereth them’’ (Psa. 34:7). 
And the rich man in Hell saw 
Abraham. And Abraham in Heav- 
en looked down and saw him there. 
Oh, my friends, Heaven and Hell 
are near, so near! How concerned 
they are about souls being won! 

Some insects only see six inches 
in front of them. We are like that. 
We never see around about us the 
saints, who compass us about, a 
great cloud of witnesses. We never 
see the angels. But they see us. 
They don’t see through a glass 
darkly as we do. They look down 
here, and, oh! the rejoicing when a 
sinner is saved. 

There are two conclusions that I 
will bring. The first is to my dear 
Christian friends. Then with that 
in mind, let us lay aside every 
weight. Somebody says, “I don’t 
see any harm much in shows.” And 
somebody else said, “I don’t see 
any harm in a little beer in the 
ice box.”’ Or, “What harm is there 
in a friendly game of cards 
whether it is bridge or Black Jack 
or poker, etc.” Listen, my friends, 
if you are in the race and all tte 
grandstand in Heaven are occu- 
pied looking on, don’t you think 
you had better get out and warm 
up and get in the game? Take off 
the wraps, lay aside the weights, 
mean business for God! 

Somebody is here, and God has 
laid His hand on you to preach the 
gospel. Get at it! Millions are 
watching to see you win souls! 
But you have been saying, “What 
about my family?” And you have 
been worrying about your job. Why 
don’t you break loose from job and 
plans, and if need be, from loved 
ones, and say, “Lord, if You want 
me, You can have mé.” And I 
would go down tomorrow and quit 
the job, if that is what God says 
do. I would get out to Moody Bible 
Institute for training or get out 
somewhere and start to preach the 
gospel! If somebody says, ‘‘God 
has been talking to me a long, 
long time, and I am going to lay 
aside the weight, when the way 
opens.” But why not do it now? 
“I don’t have faith enough,” you 
say. “Looking unto Jesus the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith,” 
Hebrews 12:1 says. Unbelief is the 
besetting sin, 

Somebody says, “My besetting 
sin is my high temper.” That is a 
great sin, but is it your besetting 
sin? No, no. The one besetting sin 
is unbelief. You don’t believe God. 
If you could see the unseen ones of 
Heaven: around about the grand- 
stand of Glory you would get up 
and run the race. So run, my 
friends, that you may obtain a 
crown. Look to Jesus for the faith, 
and get to running! 

Some of you are in business right 
now, and you are praying, “Lord, 
send forth laborers into the har- 
vest. The harvest truly is plente- 
ous, but the laborers are few.” 
Why not go yourself? Let us pray 
call preachers out 
of this service. Heavenly issues are 
at stake. Heavenly witnesses 
watch! May God put it in your 
heart to say, “I didn’t know about 
the heavenly watchers. I will run 
this race, take off the wraps, lay 
aside the weights, and take up the 
patient, every day soul winning 
race, till Jesus calls for me! 

Paul said, “I therefore so run, 
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not 
as one that beateth the air: But 
I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a cast- 


away” (I Cor. 9:26, 27). I hope 


you will say, “God helping me, I 
am going to get in the race. There 
is too much depending on it. Heav- 
en is waiting. There is rejoicing, 
and praises and shouting when the 
race is done and when sinners are 


| Saved! God help me, I will win 


y- | 
My heart sometimes rejoices and 


I have often felt strange when 
other people don’t rejoice. I re- 
member when I was saved, I was 
such a little bit of a tad. It wasn’t 
long after my mother went home 
to Heaven. But that day when I 
heard the story of the prodigal son 
as a nine year old boy, I slid off 
the seat and came down to take 
the preacher’s hand. He was talk- 
ing to grown people, shoved me to 
one side and he told another fellow 
to take me over there, and he did. 
I went on home, and I said, “Dad, 
what about me joining the church 
and being baptized?” My Dad 
said, “Son, when you get old 
enough to be convicted of sin and 
be regenerated, then it will be alt 
right for you to join the church.” 
I didn’t know what he meant by 
that, but I just knew he didn’t 
think I was saved. It is strange 
when Christians don’t rejoice over 
sinners saved, but you can bet your 
bottom dollar they were sure ring- 
ing the bells of Heaven when I 
came to Jesus Christ, just the same 
as when any other sinner is saved. 
There is going to be plenty of fel- 
lowship in rejoicing over every 
soul saved! 

Oh, Christian, get out the Word 
of God! Sow and weep! You have 
a grandstand full watching, and 
you will know one day that you 
sure did start the Hallelujah 
Chorus when you won a sinner to 
Jesus Christ. Oh, how eagerly they 
watch. And, lost sinner, I appeal 


‘to you. Loved ones in Heaven long 


to see you. Won’t you meke them 
happy by taking Christ today? 


‘When I was but a little child how 
well I recollect 

How I would grieve my mother 
with my folly and neglect; 

And now that she has gone to 
heaven I miss her tender care: 

OQ Saviour, tell my mother, I'll be 
there! 


“Though I was often wayward, she 
was always kind and good; 

So patient, gentle, loving, when I 
acted rough and rude; 

My childhood griefs and trials she 
would gladiy with me share: 

O Saviour, tell my mother, I'll be 
there! 


“When I became a prodigal, afid 
left the old roof-tree, 

She almost broke her loving heart 
in mourning after me; 

And day and night she prayed to 
God to keep me in His care: 

O Saviour, tell my mother, I'll be 
there! " 


“One day a message came to me, 
it bade me quickly come 

If 1 would see my mother ere the 
Saviour took her home; 

I promised her, before she died, 
for heaven to prepare; 

O Saviour, tell my mother, I’ll be 
there! 


Chorus — — 

‘Tell mother I'll be there in answer 
to her prayer, 

This message, blessed Saviour, to 
her bear! 

Tell mother I'll be there, heaven’s 
joys with her to share, 

Yes, tell my darling mother I'll 
be there.” 


Some one here has a mother in 
heaven, or a father. How anxiously 
they wait to know you are saved! 
Don’t you want to make them hap- 
py today, make Jesus happy, and 
all the angels? Then today repent 
of your sins, trust Christ to save 
you, claim Him now! 

God is ready—are you? Will 
you surrender your heart, receive 
Christ now? Your baby in heaven 
wants to see you. Heavenly multi- 
tudes are waiting. “There is more 
joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine just per- 
sons who need no repentance.” 

* * * 


(After prayer many came for 
rededication and surrendering to 
the business of soul . One 
girl claimed Christ with tears.) 
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ed for your trial subscriptions. 
Some of them are saved, but 
most of them are not, but have 
heard the gospel. Am trust- 
ing in the Lord, and your lit- 
tle paper, to bring salvation 
to some of these friends and 
loved ones. I enjoy the paper 
very much and the way salva- 
tion is made plain to those who 
will read it. Have listened to 
you many times from the 
noon-day services over the air. 
May the Lord Jesus continue 
to bless your efforts is my 
prayer.” 

How important that we pray as 
the message of God goes out each 
week to these thousands of homes 
reached by The Sword of the Lord! 
Don’t you have friends and loved 
ones, too, who should receive the 
paper? How little is one dollar, and 
yet it will send the gospel for thir- 
teen weeks to six different families. 
Make your list out and mail as 
soon as possible. This is the last 
issue of The Sword before the cam- 
paign closes and we cannot remind 
you again. 


Sends Trial Subscriptions to. Thirty 


Homes of Relatives 

A dear foreign missionary who 
does not want her name known 
just yet is sending as a surprise 
gift, trial subscriptions to thirty 
families of relatives, some of whom 
she has never met. She says: 

“T ... want to make ‘sure 
that all have the gospel and 
send with a prayer that each 
subscription shall mean the 
salvation of a soul... may 
our wonderful Christ not only 
grant the ‘5,000,’ but multiply 
as He did the loaves and fish- 
es. ‘He is able.’ ”’ 

Do you believe God is able to 
multiply $5.00 so that thirty fam- 
ilies may really r@geive the bread 
of life? Wouldn’t you like to con- 
secrate $5.00 to His service and 
get the gospel into thirty homes? 
Make out a careful list with cor- 
rect names and addresses, and we 


will join you in earnest prayer as- 


we mail The Sword of the Lord to 


them. Remember, send $1.00 for. 


each six names and addresses. 
Every reader can send a trial 
subscription, thirteen weeks for 
20c to somebody, and nearly every- 
body can send six trial subscrip- 
tions, each one thirteen weeks, for 
only a dollar, and others with more 
money than this beloved mission- 
ary, could easily send $5.00 worth. 
The costs of this campaign are 
heavy. The girls are working 
overtime in the office at Dallas 


trying to catch up with the hun- . 


dreds and hundreds of subscrip- 
tions pouring in. For each one 
must be carefully recorded, a sepa- 
rate metal stencil made for each 
one with expiration date. With the 
extra work, the reduced price will 
hardly meet the expense of print- 
ing and mailing, but how happy we 
are to make new friends and send 
the paper to new homes! So let 
those who can cooperate with us 
in this happy work be sending trial 
subscriptions as many as you can, 
by April 3rd. 


The regular subscription price is 
$1.00 a year, or three years for 
$2.00, and regular readers should 
subscribe for three years. It is the 
cheapest price, it will save you 
trouble and save us a great deal. 
Look at your label and renew be- 
fore your subscription is out. Send 
subscriptions if possible before mid- 
night April 3rd to The Sword of the 
Lord, 201 E. 10th St., Dallas, Tex. 
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